Acute abdomen due to wandering spleen infarction: a case report.
We report a rare clinical case of acute abdomen due to partial infarction of a wandering spleen in the pelvis in a 60-year-old woman. The patient was suffering from stabbing pain in the external lower quadrant of the abdomen, irradiating back to the lumbosacral area, together with an unremitting feverish state (38 degrees C), sickness and constipation. After carrying out serological examinations, which revealed an increase in CPK and leukocytosis, ultrasonography and CT examinations were performed, revealing a mass in the left iliac cavity, which in all probability was a wandering spleen with an abnormally long pedicle and a dyshomogeneous lower area bearing witness to a splenic infarction. The patient was therefore submitted to surgery consisting in splenectomy after lysis of the adherences, which were plainly inflammatory. A wandering spleen, especially when infarcted, is a very rare clinical condition that may be congenital or acquired. Its presence can be confirmed by serological, ultrasonographical and CT examinations and must be suspected when there is no clearly defined acute abdomen.